Grand Rapids Area Center for Ecumenism (GRACE)

2010 Hunger Fund Distribution Policy 

Regarding Local Recipient Agencies

1. Purpose:  GRACE Hunger Funds are raised and distributed in order to both help meet emergency relief needs and to support short-term development projects or efforts.  This is a community effort among congregations, recipient agencies and the general public that aims to greatly increase the amount of funds available for distribution beyond the budget and the actual amount received over the past few years.

Development efforts help create pockets of education and innovation, enterprise and collaboration.  They are powered by ingenuity and creativity and nurtured by the self-respect that inevitably flows from the project.  These are projects that are intended to assist people in escaping the grips of poverty and powerlessness.  Emergency efforts, while essential when needed, must be temporary; development projects help people help themselves toward self-sufficiency. (Adapted from Church World Service www.churchworldservice.org)

2. Applicants must serve their constituents without bias and provide equal opportunity to all qualified individuals except where target populations are served and meet at least one guideline and at least one criterion:

Guidelines:

a. The GRACE Hunger Walk has a preference for projects which tend to fill gaps in the traditional service system; for which there is no regular cycle of funding from other sources; or, that serves a target population.

b. The GRACE Hunger Walk may include agencies, including non-profit organizations, that operate projects created to carry out government agencies’ legislation and that are controlled by a board of directors that is independent of the government, but excludes primarily governmental agencies, or those operated by government employees or political appointees or those controlled by a politically appointed board.  

c. The GRACE Hunger Walk may include food pantries that have needs other than food; however the applying pantry needs to show how the proposed project directly connects to alleviating hunger.  [Food requests by pantries are funded through the Hunger Fund portion of the Walk which will be administered by ACCESS of West Michigan.]

Criteria:  

a. The agency/organization helps individuals in the greater Grand Rapids area through long-term assistance.

b. The agency/organization serves a broad spectrum of people geographically, denominationally, racially, and ethnically.

c. The agency/organization serves a large number of agencies or pantries in the greater Grand Rapids area.

d. The agency/organization may serve a target population or geographic area.
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